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THE LONG-AWAITED BIBLIOGRAPHY
OF FLORIDA
It was announced in the last issue of the Quarterly
that the directors of the Society, at a special meeting held in Jacksonville May 2, provided for the
organization of a committee to memorialize Dr.
James Alexander Robertson’s unsurpassed contributions to the writing of the history of Florida.
Acting on his authorization to appoint this committee the president of the Society secured with much
gratification the acceptance of Mr. Charles B. Reynolds, author of the widely-read History of St. Augustine and long identified with the history of Florida, in particular as a member for many years of
the Publications Committee of the Florida State
Historical Society, as chairman of this committee.
In consultation with Chairman Reynolds, President
Hanna appointed the following members of the committee who have accepted: Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey,
Mr. T. Frederick Davis, Mr. R. R. Otis, Mr. X. L.
Pellicer, Prof. R. W. Severance, Mr. John B. Stetson, Jr., Miss Elizabeth Howard West, Dr. A. Curtis
Wilgus, Mr. Julien C. Yonge and Miss Alice H.
Lerch. At the request of the chairman, the president of the Society will serve, ex officio as a member of the committee.
The work of the committee was tentatively organized at a meeting in New York early in July by
Messrs. Reynolds, Stetson, Wilgus and Hanna. A
proposal drawn up at that time and submitted to
members of the committee was approved by them.
This proposal was that the memorial should take
the form of the publication of a work which of all
the Florida historical material Dr. Robertson was
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preparing was nearest his heart, and which is, it is
believed, the greatest present need in the field of
Florida history. This is a Bibliography of Florida,
1526-1821. Its editor will be Dr. Robertson’s friend
and coworker, Dr. A. Curtis Wilgus of George
Washington University, an active member of the
Florida Historical Society who wrote a brief sketch
of Dr. Robertson’s life and work in the last number
of the Quarterly.
This proposed Bibliography of Florida will constitute a rich storehouse of source material from
which historians may draw for the entire field of
Florida’s colonial history. Such a memorial is
peculiarly significant and appropriate. One of the
finest traits of Dr. Robertson was his spirit of helpfulness to others, a ready helpfulness for which almost everyone working on the history of Florida is
grateful. It permeated his various activities and
found expression in his collection of material for
his proposed bibliography which was in essence a
labor of love, and in the final analysis was to be for
the benefit of others. To take over the work where
he laid it down, and to pass it on completed will be
to fulfill his purpose. Infused with his spirit of
helpfulness the Bibliography will be a benison on
those to whom it comes, far and wide. It is believed
that this is the kind of commemoration Dr. Robertson would have wished. It is intended that the
Bibliography shall be in material design and execution an example of good book-making, in harmony
with the artistic volumes he edited on Florida-a
beautiful memorial of a beautiful life.
It is with much satisfaction that Chairman Reynolds announces for the committee that work on the
Bibliography has been under way since the middle
of the summer. Dr. Wilgus has started with the
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nucleus of several hundred items which were prepared for the Union Catalog of Floridiana from
Dr. Robertson’s materials two years ago under the
direction of Mr. Seymour Robb of the Library of
Congress. Two gifts received this summer for the
committee’s work have made possible the beginning
of the typing of the vast list of titles of books on
Florida collected by Dr. Robertson; and this, it is
hoped, will be continued through the provision of
other gifts to the committee. It is expected that
encouraging progress will be made in the meantime
so that a fuller report may be possible by the time
the next Quarterly goes to press.
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